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The Fourth Thermal War had been over for 
more than 900 years — peace reigned in The 
Galaxy. The Terran Empire had outlawed all 

forms of armed conflict and most weapons 

had been banned. Only a small, lightly 
protected Empire Defence Force remained, 
with little to fear from the odd space 
smuggler who surrendered without a 
struggle. Peace and prosperity had dulled 
Man's aggressive instincts. 

But on June 20th, 3985 in quadrant 907 

something happened to change all that— 

























THE SYGMA | 
WARRIOR 





A TERRAN NOMAD, CLASS 85, FREIGHTER ON A ROUTINE INTERSTELLAR 
RUN SUDDENLY FOUND ITSELF IN DESPERATE TROUBLE— 


ӘЛІ 








WE'RE LOSING PRESSURE, CAPTAIN! 
MAIN HULL DAMAGED—CONDITION 
< 5 


SEND ል GENERAL 
DISTRESS SIGN. 


pes 





THE DISTRESS SIGNAL WENT OU 
OF THE FREIGHTER. 





А FEW PARSECS AWAY— 


Y ГУЕ PICKED UP A GENERAL 
DISTRESS CALL, SIR! QUADRANT 907. 


№ 


[' PROCEED AT WAR? Д 
SPEED, MINUS TWO! 





THERE'S ONLY CARGO SHIPS SCHEDULED FOR 
THIS SECTOR . . ` 





THE SHIPS TOOK ONLY A FEW HOURS TO REACH THE SPOT. 


SENSORS PICKING UP SMALL RESIDUE OF 
DEBRIS. ANALYSIS INDICATES METALLIC 
2 COMPOUNDS. 


EXPLOSION, SIR OR SHOULD | SAY—IMPLOSION! 
SEE HOW THE DEBRIS IS NOT SCATTERED. AN 
EXPLOSION WOULD HAVE BLASTED THAT ACROSS 

gr THE GALAXY. 





[THOSE MEGADRIVE ENGINES ARE LETHAL ЈЕ ДЕ 
g THEY OVERHEAT, THAT COULD HAVE ፳፻ 














MAYBE . . . ВОТ! DON'T WANT 
SPECULATION, I WANT FACTS. 








JIN ANOTHER QUADRANT A STRANGE CRAFT ሻሽ 
ISTAYED JUST OUT OF SENSOR RANGE OF A В 
508 PLANET, A PLANET OWNED BY THE №] 


EMPIRE'S LARGEST MINING CORPORATION— 
RIO ZIRCONCIUM. y 


FACT ONE, MISTER KRAL —A MEGADRIVE 
WOULD EXPLODE SCATTERING DEBRIS 
OVER A WIDE AREA. THE NAVIGATOR 
SAID THAT DEBRIS 15 NOT SCATTERED, 
WHICH INDICATES THAT IT WAS AN 
IMPLOSION . . . 





ON THE PLANET'S SURFACE— 


4 


WE'RE RUNNING BEHIND SCHEDULE 
FOR THIS MONTH. CAN'T YOU SPEED. 
THINGS UP? 














SENSORS INDICATE NO LIFE 
PLANET SURFACE, Si 


> 
IMPOSSIBLE! THAT MINING PLANET HAD 500 
MEN. I'LL TAKE A SCOUTING PARTY DOWN IN 
г THE SHUTTLE. 





THEY MUST HAVE BEET HIT 
BY A MASSIVE EARTHQUAKE! 





THIS WAS NO NATURAL DISASTER, SIR. MY 
SCANNERS ARE PICKING UP EVIDENCE OF 





HIGH ENERGY WEAPONS WERE ብ. | 
BANNED AFTER THE GALACTIC CIVIL 
WAR. NONE ARE MADE NOW. 


SS 





THE WHOLE PLACE IS COVERED WITH 2 Í ° 
PHOTON PARTICLE DISPLACEMENT 5 
05885... 


WI ገማ? 

ላ ኳ 
AND TH, IOW IMPLOSIONS ARE 4 
CAUSED—BY COLLAPSING GRAVITY 
? DES. 
Š 


A CONNECTION . . . OR A COINCIDENCE? BACK 
TO THE SHIP—IMWEDIATELY! WE'D BETTER PUT 
QUT A CODE-ONE GENERAL ALARM. 





14 





YOU'D BETTER 
HAVE A LOOK AT THIS. 





*|TARGET ON STARBOARD BEAM. RANGE: 6.5 PARSECS . . . AND 
| CLOSING. CRAFT HAS UNKNOWN CONFIGURATION. NO LIFE, 
i| FORMS ABOARD. DATA INCOMPLETE FOR IDENTIFICATION . . . 
PLEASE STAND BY WHILE MAIN COMPUTER CHECKS RECORDS 
5 CENTRE. THANK YOU. p 





NEVER SEEN А Si 
KE THAT BEFORE. 





E ES 


AHEAD, 180 GREEN . 





ፈ 








THE SUDDEN SURGE OF SPEED LEFT THE MISSILES NO TIME TO CHANGE COURSE, ፪፪ 
መዋ pweson. «oe 55 Tê 


THEY MISSED, Ж 


SUGGEST WE GET 
OUT OF HERE, SIR! 22 


NO! WE'RE GOING TO 
ATTACK! 


GIVE THE BATTLE COMPUTER OUR 
PRESENT POSITION—THEN ALERT THE 
REST OF THE FLIGHT. WE WILL CO- 
ORDINATE THE ASSAULT FROM HERE. 











OUR LASER BEAMS ARE JUST 
BOUNCING OFF! SHE MUST HAVE 
PUT A FORCE SHIELD UP! መመ 





WE'RE GETTING 
SLAUGHTERED, SIR 


BREAK OFF THE ATTACK! TAKE. 
EVASIVE ACTION AND GO TO FULL SPEED! 








ITIS OF NO CONSEQUENCE. NO DOUBT. 
WE SHALL MEET THEM AGAIN. RESUME 


፳ THEY NEVER STOOD A CHANCE. 











TM TAKING YOU TO THE HIGH № 
COUNCIL THEY'LL ANSWER ALL YOUR 
=y QUESTIONS. 





THE COUNCIL HAVE ORDERED АМ )› 

EVACUATION OF THE ENTIRE CITY. 

ONLY ESSENTIAL PERSONNEL TO 
REMAIN BEHIND. 








图 THAT THING POSES THE BIGGEST THREAT J 
THE EMPIRE HAS HAD TO FACE FOR መደብ 
CENTURIES, MAJOR GOTH. IT COULD ፪፪ 
gas MEAN THE END OF US. защ. 


ዒቃ. 
IS IS PROFESSOR HASSE —HE WILL 
FILL YOU IN ON THE 














THE SHIP YOU SAW HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED ፪ 
AS A CLASS 5A BATTLESHIP. IT BELONGED, 
TO THE FAMOUS “ IMPERIAL SWORD 
TVE NEVER 
HEARD OF IT. 








THIS IS CRAZY! THERE 
'ARE NO BATTLESHIPS! 


5 


I'M NOT SURPRISED, MAJOR. THE Ж 
CLASS 5A BATTLESHIP IS OVER 900 
YEARS OLD! g 


















































THE 5A WAS MANNED BY ANDROIDS—THE 
SYGMA MARK VI WARRIORS. THEY WERE 
DEVELOPED IN THE FINAL PHASE OF THE THERMAL, 
WAR WHEN THE FIGHTING WAS AT ITS WORST. 








ONE OF THE BATTLESHIPS VANISHED WITHOUT ) 
TRACE. IT WAS A COMPLETE MYSTERY. IT WAS 4 
LAST SEEN FIGHTING NEAR THE DAGOS Ж 

ж 


SYSTEM... 





THEN IT HEADED OUT 
INTO DEEP SPACE. 


ቪ FULL POWER! LOOK 
IN MAIN BOOSTERS! 


THE THEORY IS IT RAN INTO A FREAK SPACE 
WARP AND WAS TRANSPORTED BILLIONS OF 
LIGHT YEARS AWAY PERHAPS TO ANOTHER 


Й SOMETHING IS 
WRONG, LEADER! 














NOW IT SEEMS IT HAS RETURNED ТО 
COMPLETE ITS MISSION—WHICH WAS TO. 
DESTROY THE ENEMY DURING THE 
THERMAL WARS. 







dy 1 M WE 

NOT WITHOUT THE SPECIAL CODE. АМО) 
THAT WAS LOST WHEN THE ” IMPERIAL 
SWORD " FLEET WAS DISBANDED. EVEN 





ANDROIDS HAVE REGRESSED TO SUCH 
AN EXTENT THAT EVERY LIVING THING IS 
NOW AN ENEMY. 








ጠሙ- MX c 
MAJOR GOTH—YOU WILL PROCEED AT ONCE TO AS 
THE DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH ON THE PLANET. 
MAGUS. OUR ONLY HOPE LIES TH 





시 THAT MOMENT, AN EMPIRE DEFENCE FORCE OUTPOST ОМ ABERNYTE FOUND ITSELF › | 
UNDER ATTACK— 








ል HUGE CRAFT LANDED— 
ДА 


NOT DESTROY THE BUILDING, M 








28 


(тн: ANDROIDS WERE WEARING ANTI-LASER ARMOUR—AND THEY WERE ARMED WITH THE ДИМ 
MORE DESTRUCTIVE HIGH. Y BEAM RIFI s N E" 


























у 58 [MEANWHILE, ON THE RESEARCH PLANET . . .| 
и k X || 194. 
{уы 


SÈ 


7 








M E 
= 
= 


6 T 
ማዳ = M | 
ІР -2 
„Ка Ss ) 
BE. ነ à ie. Li 
A 2 » = 
А 15 ЕР 
LAST OF THEM. 5-1 = Өзі 
ur Ti ~ 
UNTIL THAT BATTLESHIP 
TURNED UP. 
^ ፡ = 
? Fa EE 
А 
TO TEACH YOU 











32 
THE ONLY WAY TO DEFEAT THE SYGMA WARRIOR WAS TO OUT-THINK IT— 








( MUST ABSORB THIS KNOWLEDGE 
IF WE ARE TO SURVIVE! ኙ 





4. 


À - THE ANDROIDS HAVE ВЕНЕ) 
QUICKER THAN ANY HUMAN'S, SO WE'VE 
DEVELOPED THIS NEURO-HELMET TO SPEED. 
UP YOUR OWN. 











THE NEURO-HELMET WILL LEAVE YOU ЭМ 
EXHAUSTED, MAJOR. SO USE IT SPARINGLY. OUR 
BODIES ARE NOT BUILT ГО WITHSTAND SUCH 
BURSTS OF ENERGY. 





LAN NOW FOR WEAPONS! I CONVINCED THE 
B ELDERS WE HAD TO MAKE TWO OF THESE 
FORBIDDEN PHOTON DEAM PISTOLS 


WHO GETS THE 
FR OTHER ONE? 








CRAFT APPROACHED— A 
ДЈ 





GOOD! IT IS PLEASING TO SEE OUR 
LONG JOURNEY HAS NOT DULLED 
чу OUR ABILITIES. 





THE SYGMA WARRIOR! WE 
REPROGRAMMED HIM THEN г 
‘ACTIVATED HIM ТО HELP YOU. ONLY 79 
HE HAS THE ABILITY TO OUTSMART Y 
YOUR OPPONENTS. = 


SOON WE SHALL STRIKE THE FINAL 
BLOW—AND NOTHING WILL STAND IN 
OUR WAY! 








BACK AT THE EMPIRE DEFENCE FORCE 7 











36 Эгэл 
THE ANDROID'S VOICE HAD A CHILLING 
RING TO IT— 





THEY WILL BE SEEKING YOUR MAIN 
BASE—WHICH 15 HERE. IT'S THE 
ONLY LOGICAL STEP THEY CAN 
MAKE. YOU ARE POWERLESS TO 

STOP THEM. 











I'VE SEEN HOW WEAK YOUR EMPIRE HAS 
BECOME. IF YOU TRY TO OPPOSE THEM = 


IN SPACE THEY WILL WIPE YOU OUT. 











IF THEY WOULD LISTEN—YES. BUT THEY WON'T. 
WE MUST FIGHT THEM ON THE GROUND. IN 














THE HIGH COUNCIL HAD PLACED GOTH IN ji 
АВ 









4 HE'S RIGHT, SIR! I sign ONE 

EVACUATE ALL PERSONNEL AND SET 

UP DEFENSIVE POSITIONS IN THE HILLS ЛЬ 
х 2 


гц СМЕ! THE вона 











РЕ IS NOT A WORD I'M FAMILIAR WITH. 
М ONLY INTERESTED IN SUCCESS. ру 


38 


GOTH AND THE DROID PREPARED. 
TO CONFRONT THE ROGUE WARRIORS — 





STRANGE! THEY MAKE NO. 
EFFORT TO OPPOSE 








HAPS THEY LACK THE TO 
DEFEND THEMSELVES. PROCEED 
gm WITHTHE ATTACK. qewanê 








Х ВУ THE MOONS OF SYRIUS! 
መሙያ GOT OUT OF THERE JUST IN TIMI 





40 
THE HIGH-ENERGY BEAMS MADE SHORT WORK OF THE BUILDIN: 
ያ ,' Ар 














IT DIDN'T TAKE THEM LONG TO RAZE THAT 
PLACE TO THE GROUND! 


OF COURSE NOT! YOU HAVE JUST 
WITNESSED AN EXAMPLE OF THE 
3 EFFICIENT USE OF FORCE. 








ARE YOU SURE THEY' 
СОМЕ DOW! 





BE TO SEND AN ATTACK PARTY IN 
TO MOP UP THE SURVIVORS. 














Û THIS IS WHERE I MUST 
LEAVE YOU, MAJOR. 











FOR ል MOMENT GOTH FEARED THE ANDROID WAS 
|DESERTING THEM ТО JOIN ITS OWN KIND 一 


NES |7 


RELAX, HUMAN. | HAVE BEEN 
PROGRAMMED TO DEFEND YOU. | 
MERELY INTEND TO TAKE THAT SHUTTLE 
AND CAPTURE THE BATTLESHIP 




















THEIR SENSORS WILL INDICATE АМ 
ANDROID ABOARD THE SHUTTLE—AND 
THEY'LL ASSUME IT'S ONE OF THEIRS. 


THEIR SHIP HAS A CREW OF 
ONLY TWENTY—AND MOST 
OF THEM WILL BE DOWN 
HERE IN THE ATTACK PARTY. 
1DO NOT EXPECT TO FIND 
MUCH OPPOSITION. 














44 


THE ATTACK BEGAN 


5 E ㆍ 
CONCENTRATE YOUR LASERS ON 
ONE TARGET 一 THAT WAY YOU'LL 

GET THROUGH THEIR BODY ARMOUR. 








ST 


THAT TAKES CARE ДИ 
OF YOU TWO! 














46. = 
BUT GOTH'S JOY WAS SHORT LIVED AS THE ANDROIDS PRESSED HOME THEIR ATTACK— Ч 
e ` 一 ,= IET КВ 











THOSE ANDROIDS МАУ BE OVER 900 
YEARS OLD— BUT THEY'RE BETTER 
THAN ANYTHING WE'VE GO! 








RETREAT! WE'LL MAKE OUR LAST 
STAND FROM THOSE ROCKS! 




















GOTH COULD HARDLY 


е 1 THE ANDROID MUST HAVE TURNED 
YOU MAY COME ABOARD WHENEVER YOU 
ልጸ READY, MAJOR GOTH. THE BATTLESHIP 

15 UNDER MY CONTROL, ILL SEND THE j 
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AFTER GOTH HAD RESTED FROM THE EFFECTS 
OF THE NEURO- HELMET AN, 


OUR NEXT JOB 15 TO 


DESTROY THIS SHIP. Ум 














YOU HUMANS COULD EASILY ВЕ 
OVERCOME BY AN ENEMY. PERHAPS Д 
SOME ALIEN CULTURE BENTON ji 
'ONQUEST. LOOK WHAT HAPPENED 
WHEN ONLY TWENTY ANCIENT 
ANDROIDS ATTACKED YOU. Др 


ES 
SO WHAT ARE YOU 


ERES 
SUGGESTING? 











r ነነ 


WE COULD CONVINCE THE HIGH COUNCIL TO 

BRING BACK THE FORBIDDEN WEAPONS. THEN 

THE EMPIRE WOULD ONCE AGAIN BE STRONG 
AND POWERFUL, WE COULD CONTROL IT. 














THEN YOU MUST TRY TO CHANGE THEIR MINDS. 
YOU HAVE TASTED THE FRUIT OF VICTORY—AND 
FOUND IT SWEET. WHY GIVE ALL THIS UP NOW? 








THE ANDROID SENSED DANGER, BUT GOTH'S 
HELMET ENABLED HIM TO MATCH HIS 
OPPONENT'S SPEED. 


А li Ei u ln 


ТУ, +. „ AND YOU АВЕ 
~ MACHINE BUILT FOR WAR. 
7 














(1651 A LOT OF GOOD MEN DOWN THERE! J 


SUCH THINGS MUST NEVER HAPPEN ÊN ye 


一 CAT 
4 


pw | 
МУ ORDERS WERE TO ) ` Ы 
TERMINATE YOU. 














THE ANDROID DISPLAYED NO EMOTION- 
к TEN 
7 








TO LET YOU GO. IF YOU 1 
PROMISE TO LEAVE THIS GALAXY 
AND NEVER RETURN. 


VERY WELL, | 
MAJOR GOTH. 











1 WILL TAKE THE EMERGENCY ESCAPE 


CRAFT. IT HAS SUFFICIENT FUEL FOR MY 
J| NEEDS. ГМ GRATEFUL FOR THIS CHANCE 
YOU HAVE GIVEN ME. 














NEVER TRUST A SYGMA WARRIOR, 
MAJOR! THAT'S ONE LESSON YOU. 
DIDN'T LEARN! 








HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO HUNT ME 
DOWN. NOW I MUST FIGHT TO 
SURVIVE! 

















GOTH'S SPEED ENABLED HIM ТО GET FREE. THE WALLS OF THE SHIP WERE PROTECTED. 
AGAINST ENERGY BEAMS—OTHERWISE THE ANDROID'S SHOT COULD HAVE DEPRESSURISED 
Е SECTION. 

















YOU CANNOT ESCAPE FROM 
T ME, MAJOR GOTH! 


1 MUST GET BACK TO THE CONTROL 
ROOM! THERE ARE WEAPONS THERE. 





"BUT THE ANDROID WAS FAMILIAR WITH THE LAYOUT OF THE BATTLESHIP. AND HE TOOKA 
SHORT CUT TO HEAD HIM OFF. ሽቨ መጠ 








HE JUST NICKED ME THAT TIME! BUT IT WOJ 


BE LONG BEFORE HE FINISHES ME OFF. 
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BLIND INSTINCT LED GOTH BACK TO THE Е USED THE OLDEST TRICK IN THE BOOK— 
HE CONTROL ROOM. га 
ГЭ", 





HE'S RIGHT BEHIND ME! I'VE 
GOT TO SLOW HIM DOWN SOMEHOW. 


7 











THAT WAS FOOLISH SINCE MY BODY 15) 
CONSIDERABLY STRONGER THAN. 
7 YOURS! 


| KNOW! BUT THAT 
WASN'T THE POINT, 


м” 


























A 


YOU CANNOT HOPE TO DEFE; 
A SYGMA WARRIOR! pau 














| 
GOODBYE, MY FRIEND! YOU 
SERVED THE Drs 34125 TOO 
= e 
n 
^M 
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IT WAS GOTH'S COMPASSION FOR HIS FORMER PARTNER THAT ALMOST LED TO HIS DEATH, МЛ 
BUT THAT SAME COMPASSION MARKED THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM. N 52 








2 SÈN Ze 
BÎ YOU WERE JUST A MACHINE OF DESTRUCTION. 
Êy IT WASN'T YOUR FAULT—IT WAS THE FAULT OF 
THOSE WHO DESIGNED YOU. 





USING THE HELMET HAD LEFT GOTH FEELING TOTALLY EXHAUSTED— 


MAIN COMPUTER . . . REPORTS THAT THE 
DAMAGE . . . IS CAUSING THE ENGINE 
SHIELDS TO DECAY. THE SHIP IS 
ABOUT , . . TO BLOW UP! 


MUST REACH . . . SHUTTLE . . . BEFORE 
IT'S TOO LATE! 





54 





"ALARMS WERE RINGING ALL OVER THE SHIP. 
T > a 








THE SHUTTLE WAS ONLY ል FEW FEET AWA' 
BUT TO GOTH IT COULD HAVE BEEN ON TH 
OTHER SIDE OF THE UNIVERSE. 


L 





YOU CANNOT DEFEAT A 
SYGMA WARRIOR! 





287 4 
% 3 በ 


AL 


š Е ЕР e... (> DA Nx 
WITH SUPERHUMAN EFFORT GOTH MANAGED TO CRAWL INTO THE SHUTTLE AND BLAST OFF— 





А FEW MONTHS LATER MAJOR GOTH WAS BACK ON ROUTINE PATROL. 25. 
За aa S 52 е 1 
1 THIS WILL BE BORING AFTER WHAT 
YOU'VE BEEN THROUGH, SIR, 





BORING, LAD? THERE'S NOTHING EXCITING ABOUT KILLING. WAR 15 STUPID, 
AND THE STUPIDEST PART OF THE WHOLE SITUATION IS THAT 
GOVERNMENTS REALLY BELIEVE THAT POSSESSION OF THE ULTIMATE 
ЫГ WEAPON WILL GUARANTEE PEACE. IT'S UP TO US TO MAKE SURE THAT NO 
NATION EVER POSSESSES THAT WEAPON. 
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